
















Relevant Background 

3. Putnam County is one of the smallest Counties geographically in the State of New

York. It is home to approximately 98,000 people. Unlike many of the other Counties named in 

this action, Putnam County has not currently received any asylum seekers, nor have they turned 

any away. Likely New York County observed what Putnam County has already asserted by 

Executive Order, it has limited resources available to fully accommodate its own citizens in 

need of transitional housing and certainly does not have sufficient accommodations to house 

even a small subset of the thousands of asylum seekers described as arriving weekly by 

Petitioners. (See Exhibit A)

4. Putnam County agrees with its esteemed colleagues in New York County that there

is, indeed, a humanitarian crisis at our border. However, government-funded human traffcking 

without clearly allocated humanitarian funds and housing resources simply isn't the answer. It 

wasn't the answer when the federal government authorized it. It wasn't the answer when Texas 

did it, and it remains an unviable answer as New York City attempts to do it. These are people in 

search of a better life, not chattel. Kicking the proverbial can down the road, or upstate, as the case 

may be, will not solve this humanitarian crisis. Nor can New York County truly differentiate 

itself by arguing that it is offering some degree of funding to assist with housing because it is 

actively seeking to avoid responsibility to do so by seeking to claw back the court-mandated 

"right to shelter," rule, which forced them to pay, and is seeking placement periods elsewhere 

for longer than the temporary four-month period they initially represented. (See, Exhibit C). 

5. Instead, following this proposed intervention to its logical conclusion will result in

already traumatized people finding themselves bused to isolated rural pockets of the state with 

limited resources, no mass transit, no ability to work or leave to obtain additional resources, in 

Counties without the infrastructure to care for them. They will be placed in the few transitional 
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